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Liquid IT Petone vs Wellington Olympic
Central League 2022 | 3pm, Saturday March 26 | Memorial Park



2

Proudly supporting
Petone FC

liquidit.nz



3

Chairman’s Corner

Welcome to the 2022 football season. Let’s hope we don’t have too much 
COVID-19 disruption with postponements as we have experienced in the 

preseason Powerex Tournament for the Hilton-Petone Cup.

We are pleased to have appointed Ryan Edwards as our new First Team coach 
for 2022. Ryan will be doing this role as well as being our director of football, 
overseeing our football programme and pathway from junior to youth to senior 
football for males and females.

Ryan has assembled a great support team with assistant coaches Jamie Forsyth, 
Maika Ruyter-Hooley and Stu Pyne arriving in July, Kieran McMinn as our 
strength and conditioning coach, Barnaby Verbene our physio from TBI Health 
and new First Team manager Gavin Siegel. We warmly welcome you all to our 
Petone FC family and thank you for your services.

The club has assembled a great squad which is ready to compete strongly in the 
Central League this year, with a real focus on enjoying their football and giving 
all supporters an enjoyable matchday experience. They had a great preseason 
run and with the carrot of National League football at the end of the year, the 
lads will be extra pumped to perform well. We welcome back loyal Petone 
players and new players to our squad as well.

Our Women’s W-League Team will be pushing hard this year to improve their 
position from last season, again with new coach Ryan McGlinchey, assistant 
coach Linda Roeters and manager and women’s football co-ordinator  
Julia Harrison. We have assembled a strong team with a couple of new players 
and most of last year’s players staying with us. 

Our Women’s Reserve Team is also strengthened this year to compete in either 
Capital Premier or Capital One (yet to be decided). We are still looking for a 
coach, but Andy Badrick is helping us out in this space for the next month or so. 
This is a solid squad of young and older players to support the younger players 
in tough competition. We also have a great Women’s U18 development squad 
lined up to complete a very strong presence in women’s football for Petone. All 
players in our women’s senior program are being coached at 
a high standard and all are competing for spots in the highest 
team they can play in. 

Our Men’s Reserve Team is looking strong this year with coach 
Richard Kerr-Bell, assistant coach Craig Tweedie and manager 
Nadine Bowen looking after this team with a nice balance 
of young and old players focusing on player development 
and a pathway to the First Team. The guys will be looking to 
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compete strongly in Capital 2 and win promotion back to Capital 1 straight away 
after relegation last year. We are really looking forward to seeing them perform 
well this year.

With some great support from Chris Hosnell and Krish Chand, we have a solid 
group of payers in our Third Team playing in Capital 2 as well, so we will have a 
couple of great internal club derbies with Seconds vs Thirds home games  
to look out for. We have also assembled a club Fourth Team starting in 
Wellington 4, which will be filled with our young talent aspiring to be in our 
Reserve team and providing that pathway for them – hopefully they do well  
and move up the grades quickly.

The Powerex Tournament for the Hilton-Petone Cup was well run by  
Barry Pickering again. There has been a lot of disruption to games due to  
teams being affected by COVID-19. The Division 1 final between Petone and 
Olympic is planned to be played on Easter Monday and the Division 2 final 
between the Petone Third Team and Waterside Karori B will be played tomorrow 
(March 27). We have received very positive feedback from participants about 
the tournament’s integrity and the effort that Barry puts in to manage it with 
all of the last-minute changes each week. Well done and thank you Barry and 
your team of volunteers that made this 
tournament work so well again.

We are part of the Capital Football 
Junior Development Programme 
again with the support of our sponsors 
Mitre 10 MEGA and Armstrong Subaru. 
The Petone Settlers Talent Centre 
continues to be directed by 
Ryan Edwards now in his second 
year. Ryan continues providing great 
leadership to the programme to take 
it to the next level and provide value 
to the participants and their parents. 
We have three Talent Development 
Programme (TDP) teams in grades 
U13, U15 and U17 and I’ll keep you 
updated on their progress through  
the year.

Our junior club is huge again this year 
with so many volunteers making it 
enjoyable and fun for players and their 
families. The dedication to keeping 
children in our football community 
engaged and improving their skills is 
awesome to see, and our club is very 
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Next Club Event!

Old Timers’ Day
Saturday May 7

proud of the opportunities we give our young players and to see them do as well 
as they can and advance into our senior football programme.

A big thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers and committee members that 
make this club function. Also thanks to our existing sponsors who have stood by 
us again and a few new sponsors to the club as well. I must say a massive thank 
you to our departing key club sponsor Steve Whitehead and Liquid IT for their 
many years of support to which we are very grateful.

Last year we started a strategic review of our club and how we can thrive in the 
amateur club football environment in New Zealand. Thank you for everyone that 
contributed to the survey and the passion you have shown for your club. This 
is still a work in progress and we will share what is happening as we advance 
through the process. We have so far settled on our club’s purpose:

 better players

 better people

 better community

We provide opportunities for all to have fun, grow and succeed through football, 
by living and loving the beautiful game. In doing so we create better people and 
a better community.

We are so lucky to have a strong community support base to enable us to be 
successful on so many levels. We are looking forward to another enjoyable and 
successful season, both on and off the field.

Matt Bliss 
Chairman 
chairman@petonefootball.org.nz
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We are excited to get the season underway and, for me, there is no better 
way than hosting Wellington Olympic – last year’s champions, my old club 

as player and many people’s favourite team to beat. I was immediately excited 
when I saw the draw, Olympic is certainly one of Wellington’s great clubs, with 
a proud history and so many wonderful club people. I personally loved all of my 
years at the club and will always speak highly of everyone I got to know over 
my years there. However, that takes nothing away from my desire to beat them 
today and every other day we play them.

Getting to this point has been an enjoyable challenge, but definitely a challenge. 
The build up to the season has felt like a journey before a journey, especially with 
COVID-19 thrown in the mix (as I write this, we are suffering a mini-outbreak with 
a number of players contracting the virus, ruling them out for today’s game). 
Taking over the team at the end of last season I was under no illusion that I 
faced a difficult scenario – there was no-one in the coaching team left, only a 
handful of players remaining in the squad (less than a starting XI), and a strong 

Coach’s Comment – Men’s First Team
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Blue Star Wellington
33 Jackson Street

Petone
PO Box 38 190

Wellington
New Zealand 5045

Tel: +64 4 569 3519
Fax: +64 4 568 6356

www.bluestar.co.nz

feeling of lethargy and disillusionment from the playing group after what has 
been a number of tough seasons. 

Once I fully understood the position we were in, I quickly made my priorities 
over the summer:

1) build a highly-competent and committed team of staff to work across the 
senior teams

2 retain and bring back passionate Petone FC players who care about  
the club

3) put the mahi in to ensure a positive, enjoyable and professional environment

I am confident we have done a strong job in all three areas over the preseason.

We have two fantastic team managers that I have been hugely impressed by 
in Gavin Siegel and Nadine Bowen. In all my years of senior football they are 
second to none. Our coaching team is well qualified and highly respected in 
the community. We have Jamie Forsyth, Maika Ruyter-Hooley and Stu Pyne 
all coming in to work alongside me with the First Team. And we are incredibly 
fortunate to have Richard Kerr-Bell, supported by Craig Tweedy, taking the 
Reserve Team this season. We have also brought in Kieran McMinn and  
Barnaby Verbene to deliver strength and conditioning and medical services 
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(respectively) for both squads. We are being further supported by  
Lydia Edwards who has provided guidance on utilising performance  
psychology in the environment.

On the playing front we have retained long-term Petone players in  
Ethan Claridge, Seth Loughran, Hamiora Paranihi-Nuku, Ollie Pickering,  
Josh Zartorski, Alex Shepherd-Reynolds, Isaac Snell, Matt Jones and James Nash, 
but we have promisingly seen the return of other long-term Petone players in 
Shea Stapleton, Sefa Mamea-Hind, Sam Pickering, Zach Watson, Luke Grindlay, 
Jordan Pickering and Jimmy Murdoch-Gibbs . We have added to this with some 
exciting new young talent in Brynn Sinclair – a tough ball-playing centre back 
– and Jamaya Shearer and Alden Suri – both electric wingers that perfectly suit 
our playing style. We are also very fortunate to have picked up Callum Brooker, 
Max Winterton and Kieran McMinn – three very intelligent footballers, the latter 
being a player we would like to see push for Golden Boot this season. 

The buzz in the training environment has exceeded expectations. The coaching 
team have put in countless hours over the summer to prepare the training 
programme for the players. However, what has really made trainings so 
enjoyable and rewarding over preseason has being the attitude of the playing 
group. The players have embraced the new playing philosophy, they have 
worked very hard, and their attendance and willingness to learn has been first 
class. Their best quality, however, is how welcoming they have been to every 
member of staff and any new player to the group. I have been continually 
impressed by what a fine group of young men this club has. It is no doubt 
influenced by the volunteers and leadership this club has. Long-serving 
members such as Barry Pickering, Matt Bliss, Graham Hickling, Wayne Ebert, 
Karl Whalen, Michael Pickering and many others have clearly set a fine example 
of what being a good person and a good club member looks like.  

Building on from the aforementioned successes in preseason, this season is 
about making sure football is fun. I want the players to be part of an enjoyable 
culture. Winning is a big part of enjoyment in competitive sport, no doubt. 
However, you can’t get to the end of 90 minutes, having a good game, with 
many enjoyable moments, only to look back on it and see it as all unenjoyable 
simply because the scoreline was not in your favour – in my mind there is far 
more to football than just the result. I have been driving home the message to 
the team — our new philosophy at its core is all about the three “Es”.

We must make football:

 enjoyable to play

 exciting to watch

 energising to coach

Win or lose we must deliver on those three outcomes. I want our football to 
inspire junior players to become First Team players and motivate spectators to 
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get back in their local community and watch football games together. Again, 
that’s not to say we won’t go out trying to win every game. We will definitely go 
out to win every game. But, for me, there is a “way” to play the sport you love. I 
want us to be winners, but win the right way – we have fun, we work hard and 
we are always humble. 

So, expect from us this season:

 a desire to dominate the game with intelligent possession of the ball

 efforts to control the tempo of the game with our passing and pressing – 
sometimes slow, sometimes fast, but always with purpose

 a willingness to show x-factor – I want our players to be creative, try to hit 
long passes, try to shoot from distance, try to take a player on one-on-one

It is my belief that all of these things combined make football fun to play and 
great to watch. It is my job to make sure we do these things to the best of our 
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ability and in a way that will win us every game possible. I am sure those that 
have seen us over preseason will have got a good taste of what this new-look 
Petone is about.  

Nevertheless, regardless of the strength of our preseason, I am sure on the back 
of last year’s results the group will likely be seen by many as one of the favourites 
to be relegated. We are going into the season with much higher ambitions. We 
are a strong group, that can beat anyone on the day, I am very confident of that. 
It is simply a journey now to get every member of the playing group to share 
that same belief and know they can deliver on it. As soon as we click on this, I 
am confident we will consistently take points – we have planned for playing this 
summer in the National League. 

A massive thank you to everyone involved so far, but in particular Barry, Jamie, 
Richard and Gav who have put in huge amounts of selfless work behind the 
scenes to support me. I am very grateful for all of their efforts and support over 
the past six months.

This season is going to be a lot of fun, so enjoy the ride and please be proud of 
how distinctively “Petone” this group of players are. They care about this club 
and they will work hard to deserve your support.

Enjoy the year.

Ryan Edwards 
Liquid IT Men’s First Team coach
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As part of our club’s supporters’ package, sponsors have the 
opportunity to advertise on the back of player shirts in both the 

Petone FC Liquid IT Men’s First Team and Powerex Women’s First Team. 
These much-appreciated financial supporters are also named a matchday 
sponsor for one game per year, in which their business and the players 
proudly wearing their shirts will be profiled in the following pages of this 
programme. Hospitality will be provided to the sponsor at that game and, 
additionally, framed pictures will feature in the club stairwell throughout 
the season. Any businesses who may be interested in this opportunity – or 
any club members who may have potential contacts – please advise club 
chairman Matt Bliss chairman@petonefootball.org.nz.

This weekend’s featured sponsors is Oraqi whose brand appears on the 
shirts of Ollie Pickering [Ed – the Women’s First squad had not been 
named at the time of publication]. Please read on to learn more about this 
valued business partner as well as Ollie via fresh 2022 profile questions!

Shirt Sponsorship

Oroqi
With the current trend of industrial-style concrete interior spaces, the way sound 
reverberates and echoes can be a distraction or even make it a nightmare to be 
heard – especially in a café and restaurant setting, but also in offices, classrooms, 
venues and studios. This is where Oroqi steps in.

Oroqi designs, manufactures and installs acoustic products to enhance the 
natural beauty of sound in spaces where you live and work, as well as providing a 
stylish and contemporary design solution.

We take used plastic milk, Coke and Sprite bottles – giving them a second  
life – and create bespoke 3D tiles, murals, flat sheets, privacy partition screens 
and much, much more. Your imagination is our limit. We work with architects 
and directly with clients to customise acoustic treatments to suit any size  
and budget.

You’ll see our Chevron tiles on the walls of the Lower Hutt Town Hall, look up in 
Mojo on the ground floor of 1 Willis Street to see bespoke tiles hanging from the 
ceiling, if you’ve been in Christchurch Airport’s Koru Lounge you’d have seen our 
handmade tiles on the ceiling designed to mimic the Southern Alps, you’ll see 
a colourwall of Fractile in the Ricoh Building at 1 Victoria Street, and we’ve also 
created Farewell Spit and Wellington Harbour for partition panels for the  
New Zealand Transport Agency.
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From your office, school, kindergarten, café, restaurant, home theatre to your 
back yard jamming studio or garage for the teenagers to hang out in with their 
mates, we have a solution and a price point for you. 

Walls, ceilings and hanging things – Oroqi.

Created in 2015, Oroqi is based at 18 Cornish Street, Petone. As a locally-owned 
business, Oroqi is proud to support Petone FC. 

You can contact Daryll Pickering via 027 563 7879 or daryll@oroqi.com and 
the team on 04 568 2855 or office@oroqi.com, as well as view our Website 
at oroqi.com.

Ollie Pickering
Nickname
OP.

Age
19.

Job/studying what?
Working for my Old Man.

Past clubs/teams played for?
Petone through and through.

What do you like about football?
I love the thrill and passion.

What don’t you like about football?
Diving, gives the game a bad look.

Past/current injuries?
Haven’t had any major ones yet so fingers crossed not one anytime soon.

What do you personally want to achieve this year by playing for Petone?
I want to enjoy playing a good style of football with a good bunch of lads.

Favourite after-game beverage in the changing rooms when we win?
A fizzy always goes down nicely.

Who is your greatest sporting hero and why?
Stevie G – an absolute legend, a leader and a baller, and he played for the best 
team in the world.

What training do you do outside of the structured sessions?

Work is pretty active but outside of that, probably not as much extra that I should.

mailto:daryll%40oroqi.com?subject=
mailto:office%40oroqi.com?subject=
http://oroqi.com/
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What do you do to relax outside of football?

Hang out with my mates, play golf or just chill out.

Favourite sounds?

I have a wide range of music tastes, I listen to a bit of everything.

Why Petone FC?

Have no choice, I was born into it.

Do you have any rituals that you must perform before a game and why?

Nah, not really, I just do whatever I need to get ready.

What is the greatest piece of football advice you have been given and by whom?

That hard work beats talent when talent fails to work hard – almost everyone.

Who is the team comedian and why?

There are a few jokers but one that stands out is Isaac [Snell], he makes some 
funny jokes, mainly about [James] Nash.
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Specialising in Sign Manufacture and Installation

www.signfoundry.co.nz 0508 FOUNDRY

Wellington  -  Auckland  -  Christchurch



Wellington Olympic
GK (1) Reed Collingwood

3 Jaga Scott-Greenfield

4 Alex Palezevic

5 Justin Gulley (c)

6 Tor Davenport-Peterson

8 Samuel Wall

9 Kailan Gould

10 Gianni Bouzoukis

11 Nathanael Hailemariam

14 Jack-Henry Sinclair

16 Joshua Apaapa-Preston

17 Devon Thurston

20 Tamupiwa Dimairo

22 Inigo Bronte Barea

23 Rory McKeown

30 Luca Barclay

Coach Rupert Kemmys

Asst coaches Jamie O’Connor

 Scoota Roche

Strength/cond James Mac Aodhagain

Physio Brogan Treanor

Liquid IT Petone
GK (1) Shea Stapleton

GK (22) Ethan Claridge

2 James Nash

3 Seth Loughran

4 Bryn Sinclair

5 Kieran McMinn

6 Jordan Pickering

7 Jamaya Shearer

8 Hami Paranihi-Nuku (c)

9 Alden Suri

10 Max Winterton

11 Zach Watson

12 Ollie Pickering

13 Isaac Snell

15 Brendon Eastwood

16 Alex Shepherd-Reynolds

17 Sefa Mamea-Hind

18 Jamie Molea

19 Matt Jones

20 Callum Brooker

21 Sam Pickering

Coach Ryan Edwards

Asst coach Jamie Forsyth

Manager Gavin Siegel

Physio TBI Health

Central League 2022

Saturday March 26 | 3pm | Memorial Park

Officials
Referee – Antony Riley 

Assistant Referee 1 – Cameron Gruschow 
Assistant Referee 2 – Conor Healy
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March 26 | Wellington Olympic | home –

April 2 | Wellington Phoenix | away –

April 10 | Wellington United | away –

April 15 | Napier City Rovers | away –

April 23 | Waterside Karori | home –

May 1 | Western Suburbs | away –

May 7 | Miramar Rangers | home –

May 22 | Havelock North Wanderers | away –

May 28 | North Wellington | home –

June 11 | Wellington United | home –

June 25 | Wellington Phoenix | home –

July 2 | Wellington Olympic | away –

July 16 | Napier City Rovers | home –

July 23 | Waterside Karori | away –

August 6 | Western Suburbs | home –

August 13 | Miramar Rangers | away –

August 20 | Havelock North Wanderers | home –

August 28 | North Wellington | away – 

Men’s First Team Matches
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021 875 70004 939 8230Level 1, 14-18 Pretoria Street, Lower Hutt

• Life Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Business Insurance
• Vehicle & Asset Finance

• Home Loans
• Commercial Loans
• Construction Loans

Brendon May

brendon@mandishop.co.nz www.mortgageandinsuranceshop.co.nz

021 875 70004 939 8230Level 1, 14-18 Pretoria Street, Lower Hutt

• Life Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Business Insurance
• Vehicle & Asset Finance

• Home Loans
• Commercial Loans
• Construction Loans

Brendon May

brendon@mandishop.co.nz www.mortgageandinsuranceshop.co.nz

Brendon May
021 875 700 | 04 939 8230

19 Cornwall Street, Lower Hutt 5010
brendon@mandishop.co.nz | www.mandishop.co.nz
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Former Petone FC Men’s First Team marksman and later coach, 
Paul Whitmarsh, is the focus of this edition’s Settler Q&A.

Do you recall when you first started playing football and any memories from 
that game/time?

I was four and filled in for my brother’s team at Bishop Park, Eastbourne. I was 
instantly hooked and that is where I fell in love with the game.

Can you recall your debut for Petone FC?

I joined Petone FC as a 24-year-old and made my debut on Easter Friday in  
April 1999. We lost 3-2 to Raumati Hearts at Weka Park. I scored my first goal for 
the club with my left foot after being put through one-on-one with the keeper.

Why did you join Petone FC?

I had previously played six seasons of Central League and three summers of 
National League with other clubs, and newly-appointed coach Grant Turner rang 
me on my land line and basically told me that I had to play for Petone FC. When 
“GT” tells you to do something he is a hard man to turn down. Also, my girlfriend 
at the time (now my wife) was a Pickering and having that family connection to 
the club was a big drawcard.

What were your main position(s) and what attracted you to those?

As a teenager I played in every position (including goalkeeper once) but was 
mainly a defender or midfielder. I enjoyed right back or centre midfield. My 
coach at the time, Trevor Coad (Lower Hutt City), converted me to a striker  

when I was 20 as we had a few  
injuries in the team. I scored against 
North Wellington in the mud of  
Alex Moore Park and I never played  
in any other position ever again.  

Being a striker suited my personality 
much better as I could be more 
proactive with what I wanted to 
do, rather than being reactive to 
the opposition like when you are a 
defender. I found out that I was a 
natural goal scorer and there is no 
better football feeling than scoring 
goals. I also enjoyed having the added 
pressure and responsibility to score 
that a striker has to carry on their 

Settler Q&A – Paul Whitmarsh
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shoulders – I expected to score every 
time I stepped on the field.

Career highlights?

As a junior I played in a lot of  
Hutt Valley rep teams and played 
at a lot of regional and national 
tournaments which were always fun, 
especially the away trips.

As a senior player I didn’t really win 
anything until after I turned 30, and a 
lot of my friends had already retired, or 
dropped down the grades – I am glad I 
stuck at it.

I won the Central League in 2005 
and the Chatham Cup in 2006 with 

Western Suburbs, and then I returned to Petone FC to win the Capital Premier 
League in 2007 and get promoted back to the Central League – which was a 
highlight. We then finished second in the Central League in 2008 with basically 
the same team. I also played a season for Team Wellington in 2008-2009 at the 

38-42 Railway Ave Ph: 04 887 1311

38-42 Railway Ave Ph: 04 887 1311
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age of 34. Playing over 200 games and scoring over 100 goals for Petone FC 
were also milestones I am proud to have achieved as a player. I was also a club 
Golden Boot five times (two at Petone FC) and nominated for Footballer of the 
Year several times too. I also have four Hilton-Petone Cup winner’s medals and 
(vaguely) remember scoring a “perfect” hat-trick (including one from halfway) in 
the 2000 final as we beat Miramar 3-2.

As a coach winning the Capital Premier League and getting promoted to the 
Central League in 2019 was a big highlight. We were 4-0 down after 80 minutes 
of the first play-off game and then came back to win 6-5 on aggregate. Also, in 
2018 we made the Napier U19 semifinals which was the furthest the club had 
gone for a long time.
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Phone: 027 518 8280 - Email: renaye.huia@raywhite.com

Licensed Agent REAA 2008
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Any notable disappointments?

I never got relegated as a player but was coach when the 
First Team was relegated in 2016 and that was a sad day 
for all involved. As a player, I missed more games through 
suspension than injury and getting sent off was always 
disappointing, as I hated letting my team-mates and club 
down. The lack of a decent Chatham Cup run for the club was 
also disappointing.

Team-mates you’ve particularly respected/enjoyed?

Over 22 seasons I have had so many team-mates and have played with lots of 
really good players and good people too. I was lucky enough to play with some 
of my heroes from the 1981-1982 All White squad in Barry Pickering, Grant Turner 
and Frank van Hattum, numerous current or future All Whites, and a number 
of Petone FC club legends like David Lane, Andy Badrick, Brett Williams and 
Michael Pickering to name a few.

When/why did you step down as a First Team player and have you  
played thereafter?

My last season for the first team was in 2014 when I was just short of my 40th 
birthday. It was getting harder and harder to get around the park and although 
I scored 14 goals that season, my minutes were much reduced and I knew it was 
time retire and let someone else wear the Number 9 jersey, and I wanted to get 
into coaching to help the club.

After six years of involvement with the First Team as a coach I have also played  
a little bit of masters football which has been mildly enjoyable when I am  
not injured.

What other roles have you had in the club over the years?

First Team and U19 Assistant coach 2015-2016, First Team and U19 Coach  
2016-2019.

Have other family members played for/had any involvement in the club?

None from my own family but all of the Pickerings have been involved over  
the years.

Any thoughts on the game overall – ie, things you are or aren’t liking today?

At one stage we had ten players over 30 in the First Team – that will never 
happen again as it really is a young person’s game now, with the teams getting 
younger and younger. However, the younger players are missing out learning 
from the experienced players and that is a shame.

Lastly, any final thoughts on what Petone FC has meant to you and your family? 

I have spent a lot of time at Memorial Park over the years and have some  
great memories.
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An Anglican church hall was opened in 1880 as part of the Lower Hutt Parish. 
In 1895 Petone became a parochial district and in 1897 Rev JD (John) Russell 

was appointed as its first vicar.

Rev John Russell was born in 1868 in England. As a young man he was advised 
to emigrate to New Zealand due to poor health. On his arrival in 1889 he 
commenced his theological studies and he was ordained in Napier then served 
in Opotiki, Rotorua and Bulls before moving to Petone. 

In 1897 he joined forces with a lawyer, HHA (Hector) Renai, with the aim  
of forming a new football club. The result was the establishment of the  
Petone Association Football Club, now known as Petone FC.

The club’s first patron was Sir James Hector a geologist, naturalist and surgeon, 
who was the first director of the Geological Survey of New Zealand. He was also, 
at the time, the Chancellor of the New Zealand University – a governing body 
that oversaw all universities, and he had previously been the Government  
Chief Scientist. Mt Hector in the Tararua Range is named after him.

RC Kirk, Mayor of Petone, was the club’s president and he held that position for 
six years.  

Hector Renai, a First Team player, was the founding secretary and treasurer and 
he went on to hold both posts for seven years.

Rev Russell was made a vice-president and club captain. He was also a local 
football referee. 

In addition to a prominent scientist, the Mayor, a vicar and a lawyer, there were 
also two doctors on the inaugural management committee. Not surprisingly,  

Rev JD Russell and St Augustine’s connection

Club Events Calendar 2022 (provisional)
 Old Timers’ Day – Saturday May 7

 Darts Night – Saturday June 4 (to be confirmed)

 Senior Quiz – Saturday June 25

 Horsie Night – Saturday July 16

 Senior Women’s Fundraiser – Saturday July 23

 Junior Quiz – Saturday August 27

 Golf Day – Friday September 9
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the club’s origins were characterised 
by a rounded and professional 
approach to its management,  
along with financial stability and 
community support.

In 1902 St Augustine’s Church was 
built on its Britannia Street site.  
Rev Russell hosted the club’s 
management meetings at his vestry. 
In 1908 he was made president of 
the club. In 1911 he moved to Oamaru 
where he lived until his death in 1949 
at the age of 80.

In 1910 St Augustine’s entered a team 
in the Wellington football competition. 
They played in the Senior Two grade 
which was age-restricted. In the only 
game against Petone, they lost 2-1.

In more recent times the church has hosted presentation ceremonies for the 
bronze plaques on the Jackson Street Walk of Champions. On October 3, 2020, 
the Jackson Street Programme unveiled the latest plaques, recognising Petone 
players Wendi Henderson and Maureen Jacobson. The presentation ceremony 
was held at the church.

Article kindly provided by Ray Bell

Rev JD Russell and St Augustine’s connection

Volunteering and Events

Petone FC relies on the support of our 
community to maintain our family-friendly 

club and we are always in need of both volunteers 
and funding. We would love to see you attend 
this season’s functions, as listed in our events 
calendar, and would welcome any offers of a little 
time to help out. 

This could be helping run gamedays, manning 
the bar or you may have a particular skill the club 
could use on one of our committees. If interested please  
contact Matt Bliss chairman@petonefootball.org.nz.
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Next year Petone 
FC is celebrating 

its 125th anniversary 
as well as 50 years of 
women’s football at 
the club. 

And what does any 
good birthday have – a 
party! So please mark 
Queen’s Birthday – 
June 2-5, 2023 – and 
join us as we connect 
with friends old 
and new, reminisce 
about the good ol’ 
days and relive those 
memorable moments 
out on the field. 

Also, have you got any 
great memories in 
photos you would like 
to share? If so, please 
E-mail them to us at 125th@petonefootball.org.nz.

We are turning 125!

Celebrating 125 Years

1898 - 2023

Take control back from those ongoing aches! All registered Petone football players in any team 
with an ACC injury are eligible for fully-subsidised physiotherapy treatment at any TBI Health 
Wellington clinic:

 • Wellington CBD – L5, 111 Customhouse Quay, CBD 
 • Newtown – 90 Hanson Street, Southern Cross Hospital, Newtown 
 • Lower Hutt – L1, 21-23 Andrews Ave, Lower Hutt 
 • Ropata – 135 Witako Street, Epuni 
 • Mana – Level 1, 107 Mana Esplanade, Mana 
 • Kapiti – 112 Rimu Rd, Paraparaumu

mailto:125th%40petonefootball.org.nz?subject=
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For all of your communications writing 

and graphic design needs, including:

• media releases

• speeches

• newsletters

• adverts

• websites

• marketing

P U B L I C

R E L A T I O N S

L T D

established 1987 Business partners Dave and Iain MacIntyre

dave macintyre iain macIntyre APR

+64 21 446 929 +64 21 99 10 16

d.macintyre@xtra.co.nz i.macintyre@xtra.co.nz

macintyrepr.co.nz

PO Box 686

Wellington 6140



31

A Brief History
Formed in 1898, Petone FC is one of the oldest football clubs in  
New Zealand and is the longest-surviving in our original form –  
non-amalgamated – in Wellington.

Major on-field achievements have included:

 Chatham Cup winners – 1928, 1930 and 1949

 Chatham Cup semifinalists – 1994

 Chatham Cup quarterfinalists – 1995

 Junior National Cup (New Zealand U18) winners – 1979

 National Youth Championship (New Zealand U19) winners – 2008

 Wellington annual preseason tournament (progressively known as 
the Hilton-Petone Cup) winners – 1956, 1985, 2000, 2003, 2007, 2010  
and 2013

 Central League Premier Division winners – 1990

 Capital Federation Premier League winners – 2006, 2007 and 2019

 Women’s Central League winners – 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998

Petone FC also finished runners-up in the Central League Premier 
Division in 1992, 1996 and 2008 as well as the Capital Federation Premier 
League in 2005, 2017 and 2018.

The club organises the annual preseason Hilton-Petone Cup tournament 
which, since 1955, has attracted an almost maximum number of entries 
from clubs in the Wellington region and which is an established part of 
the local football scene.
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